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Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

Spring is in full swing, which means our annual Harvest for
Hunger Campaign is well on its way. On behalf of the hungry
families and individuals we serve together, | want to thank
you for making this year such a success so far!

Year after year, committed hunger fighters like you freely

give time and resources to help our neighbors in need. As the
number of requests for emergency food assistance continues
to grow, you’re answering the call through your generosity
and compassion. It’s truly inspiring to witness what we as a
community can accomplish when we work together.

Thanks to you, countless children, parents, seniors and other
individuals are receiving comfort in the form of food this
spring. And with our ongoing focus on increasing our fresh
produce distributions, many more people now have access to
nourishing fruits and vegetables.

It’s not too late take part in this year’s Harvest for Hunger
Campaign. Will you make a gift today to help provide healthy
meals for our neighbors in need? Our goal is to beat last year’s
record 17 million meals — and we can’t reach it without you!

The stories in this edition of Food For Thought are just a few
of those made possible by your support during Harvest for
Hunger. | hope we can continue to count on your help so we
can ensure everyone in Northeast Ohio has enough food this
spring and all year long.

Thank you again for your generosity.

Sincerely,
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http://www.harvestforhunger.org/
http://www.harvestforhunger.org/
https://transactions.clevelandfoodbank.org/CampaignForm/CleFoodbank/Spring+eNewsletter
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Jim and Erin are the proud parents of four beautiful children
— Jonathan, 6 months, Chloe, 5, James, 7, and Dominic, 8.
Today they brought little Jonathan with them to pick up food
for their family at the Parma Hunger Center.

They love their children more than anything in the world, but,
despite their best efforts, Jim and Erin sometimes struggle to
put food on the table. With only one income and a little bit of
help through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children (WIC), there’s not always enough
to buy all the groceries their family needs after paying their
rent and bills.

With the financial challenges they’re facing, Jim and Erin are
very grateful for the help their family receives from the Hunger
Center. About every other month, the family is able to stop by
to pick up the nutritious food they can’t afford right now. They
especially appreciate the baby food for little Jonathan.

There are thousands of hardworking parents in our

community like Jim and Erin, who need just a little help when
their budgets are especially tight. Thanks to your support

of the Harvest for Hunger Campaign, partner agencies like
the Parma Hunger Center are able to keep their shelves well-
stocked to meet the needs of our neighbors this spring and all
year long.

“We really appreciate you
helping our family.”

Because you choose to give, Jim and Erin no longer have to
worry about their children going hungry. They’re so grateful
for your compassion, which provides relief to their family in
the form of wholesome meals.

“Thank you,” says Erin. “We really appreciate you helping
our family.”



http://www.harvestforhunger.org/

Thank You for Supporting

2015 CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS
Bernie Moreno, Bernie Moreno Companies
Andrea Hogben, Northeast Ohio Media Group

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS
Mayor Frank Jackson, City of Cleveland
County Executive Armond Budish, Cuyahoga County

KITCHEN CABINET

Adam Fishman, Fairmount Properties

Alan Rosskamm, Breakthrough Schools
Albert Ratner, Forest City Enterprises

Alex Johnson, Ph.D., Cuyahoga Community College
Barbara Rosskamm, Breakthrough Schools
Bill Elliott, Dollar Bank, FSB

Bill Stern, Stern Advertising

Brent Ballard, Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
Bruce Akers, City of Pepper Pike (Retired)
Carole Sanderson, Herschman Architects, Inc.
Chris Connor, The Sherwin-Williams Co.

Chris Ronayne, University Circle, Inc.
Christopher Mapes, Lincoln Electric

Debbie Donley, VOCON

Deborah Read, Thompson Hine, LLP

Diane Downing, Huntington National Bank

Dr. Akram Boutros, The MetroHealth System
Dr. Toby Cosgrove, Cleveland Clinic

Felton Thomas, Cleveland Public Library

Greg Harris, Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Howard Lewis, Family Heritage, A Torchmark Company
James Cicero, Karpinski Engineering

Jason Friedman, Associated Estates Realty
Jerry Kelsheimer, Fifth Third Bank

Jill Akins, Van Auken Akins Architects

Jim Niehaus, Frantz Ward LLP

Joe Calabrese, Greater Cleveland RTA

Joe Cimperman, Councilman, City of Cleveland
John Sauerland, Progressive Insurance
Joseph DiRocco, Citizens Commercial Banking/ Charter One
Julie Boland, Ernst & Young

Ken Marblestone, Cascade Partners

Kenneth Liffman, McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., LPA
Kenneth Page, HealthSpan

Lawrence Oscar, Hahn Loeser

Len Komoroski, Cleveland Cavaliers

Lesa Evans, KeyCorp

Louis Vitantonio, GCADA

The Honorable Richard Bain, Mayor of Pepper Pike
Michael Solecki, Jones Day

Paul Clark, PNC

Paul Dolan, Cleveland Indians

Paul Hoogenboom, Tremco Inc.

Randy Myeroff, Cohen & Co

Mentor, OH

Richard Maxfield, Cargill Deicing Technology

Rick Chiricosta, Medical Mutual

Robert Stark, Stark Enterprises

Ronald Berkman, Ph.D., Cleveland State University
Sari Feldman, Cuyahoga County Public Library
Scott Chaikin, Dix & Eaton, Inc.

Terrance Egger, Cleveland 2016 Host Committee Inc.
Tom Zenty, University Hospitals

Tom Weinclaw, Tri Mark S.S. Kemp

Umberto Fedeli, The Fedeli Group

Victor DiGeronimo, Jr., Independence Excavators
Vince Hvizda, Admiral Products, Inc.

MEDIA SPONSORS

Northeast Ohio Media Group
The Adcom Group Dave’s Markets

WEWS Channel 5 Fishers Foods

WJW FOX 8 Giant Eagle

WKYC TV 3 Heinen’s Grocery Store
WOIO Channel 19

WGAR 99.5

WMMS 100.7

WTAM 1100

WMJI 105.7

106.5 The Lake

Kiss 96.5

SUPERMARKET SPONSORS

Buehler’s Fresh Foods




Harvest for Hunger 2015!

Lecli™ ~»

. Cefitral neighborh
Steven, | £ . : ‘ ’ ’%‘

Garfield Heights, A=
OH AN

Market at the Food Bank a Success! Wade Oval Walk Against Hunger,
5th Annual Circle Challenge

' P Thank you to everyone who Fridav. Mav 8. 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
MAKKEE supported this year’s Market at % Y S P

E@@D BAMJK the Food Bank Harvest for Hunger Wade Oval

fundraising event on May 3!

PROCEEDS BENEFIT HARVEST FOR HUNGER

Dozens of Northeast Ohio’s best University Circle hosts the annual Circle Challenge: Wade Oval
restaurants joined us at the Food Bank’s Food Distribution Walk Against Hunger. Hundreds gather for the two-mile walk
Center with samplings of their delicious cuisine and around Wade Oval, each donating $10 to Harvest for Hunger.

beverages. Thanks to the generosity of event attendees and
donors, the Food Bank will be able to distribute more than
800,000 meals in our community. For photos and an event

recap, please visit GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org.

HARVEST
\

for HUNGER.
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Harvest for Hunger 2015

Co-Chairs!

Our 2015 Harvest for Hunger Campaign is going strong thanks
in large part to our dedicated volunteer co-chairs: Bernie
Moreno, President, Bernie Moreno Companies and Andrea
Hogben, President, Northeast Ohio Media Group (NEOMG).

Both Bernie and Andrea, and the companies they run, are
dedicated to the community and to making the Harvest for
Hunger Campaign a success.

Northeast Ohio Media Group represents The Plain Dealer, Sun
News and Clevleand.com and has been involved in the campaign
for several years as a media sponsor. This is Andrea’s second
year serving as campaign co-chair. The staff hosts an
employee food and funds drive with events around St. Patrick’s
Day and March Madness and, this year, even competed in a Wii
dance-off! In addition to their internal drive, NEOMG provides
promotional support for the Harvest for Hunger Campaighn,
including Market at the Food Bank.

“l continue to be amazed by the generosity of the Greater
Cleveland community,” Andrea says. “Individuals give at the
supermarket, at work, online and at fundraising events. Local
businesses don’t hesitate to step up and offer their support.
Every single donation adds up and has a major impact on our
community. NEOMG is so proud to be a part of Harvest for
Hunger.”

This is Bernie’s first year as a co-chair. He has more than 30
car dealerships in the area and they are all participating in
the Harvest for Hunger Campaign! Not only are employees

OUR MISSION:
Working together to ensure that everyone

in our communities has the nutritious
food they need every day.

collecting food and financial donations at each of their
dealerships, they are also coming out regularly to volunteer at
the Food Bank.

“We are committed to being an essential part of the social

and economic well-being of our communities,” Bernie says.
“Through the Harvest for Hunger Campaign, we are helping to
ensure that everyone in our community has the nutritious food
they need to thrive and be successful whether you are a child
or a senior.”

A huge thank you to Bernie, Andrea and their inspiring
employees. Thanks also to Mayor Frank Jackson and County
Executive Armond Budish, our honorary co-chairs. There’s no
way Harvest for Hunger could provide more than 17 million
meals this year without the help of these leaders and the
hundreds of other businesses that are contributing to the
success of this year’s campaign!

Join Tomorrow’s Harvest

Tomorrow’s Harvest is a society that recognizes
individuals who have included the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank in their estate plans through a will, trust,
annuity, life insurance gift or other legacy gift. Through
these special gifts, our supporters are able to make a
significant difference in our community, even beyond
their lifetimes. Because, as long as there are hungry
people in Northeast Ohio, the Greater Cleveland Food
Bank will be here to feed them.

To learn more about how your generosity could make
an impact for generations to come, please contact

Stacey McKinley, Senior Manager of Strategic Gifts at
216.738.2056 or smckinley@ClevelandFoodBank.org.



http://www.harvestforhunger.org/
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Annette spent years raising her three children on her own. As a
single mother with only one income, she recalls times when she
struggled to buy enough food for everyone.

“I've gone without food before so my children can eat,” she says.
Although her children are all grown now, she still worries about

her 3-year-old grandson, Gabe*, who lives with her full-time.
Lately, her small grocery budget has been stretched to its limit.

A few months ago, Annette was injured on the job — she tore a
tendon in her shoulder, which required surgery and plenty of rest
to fully heal. This was a huge blow to her finances, and though
she’s back to working full-time, it’ll be a while until she can catch
up on all of her bills.

Fortunately, Annette knew she could come to University
Settlement Hunger Center, a Greater Cleveland Food Bank
partner and Harvest for Hunger beneficiary. Now, each month,
she knows she’ll be able to bring home enough food to keep little
Gabe healthy and thriving.

Thank You for
Helping Struggling
Grandparents

Like Annette, many people in our community are just a few steps
away from hunger. But thanks to you and your generous support
during the Harvest for Hunger Campaign, there’s hope.

“We’re blessed to have
people like you.”
Your gifts to the Food Bank mean Annette is able to put
nutritious, balanced meals on the table, even at this difficult

time. She’s so grateful for your generosity.

“Thank you very much,” she says. “l appreciate you a lot! We're
blessed to have people like you.”

*Name has been changed.
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Valerie, a graphic designer, and her husband, Jeremy,

a medical supply delivery driver, are the picture of
hardworking, middle-class parents. The couple and their
three children, Rosalie, 4, Lincoln, 7, and Makayla, 12, own a
house in Garfield Heights where they’ve lived for nine years.

All was going well for the family until Valerie took a better
job.You see, not long after she left the company she’d been
with for 11 years, her hours at her new, “better” job were
dramatically reduced.

“Thank you — it just
helps immensely.”

Although Jeremy works full-time, there are still some months
when the family is unable to cover all their expenses,
including groceries. To save money, Valerie says they’ve tried
everything from clipping coupons to refinancing their home.
But it’s still not enough.

Not sure where else to turn, Valerie contacted The Rock
Community Church, a Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner
agency and Harvest for Hunger beneficiary. Now, thanks to
your support, her family has access to fruits, vegetables and
other staples that help stretch their food budget.

“We’re trying to save our house and this is one of the ways we
can cut costs,” says Valerie, through tears.

15500 South Waterloo Road

Greater Cleveland Cleveland, OH 44110

Food Bank

O

216.738.2265

Valerie,
Garfield Heights, OH

After each visit to the pantry, Valerie makes sure to prepare
meals that will provide plenty of leftovers. She really
appreciates the fresh produce, which she knows will keep her
children growing strong.

Valerie says she and Jeremy are trying hard not to let their
children know about their family’s current financial struggles
— they don’t want them to worry. Being able to provide full,
balanced meals goes a long way in helping her children feel
secure, and for that, she’s very grateful.

“Thank you — it just helps immensely,” says Valerie, with
sincerity in her voice.

Connect with the

Greater Cleveland Food Bank! | lecal coordinator of
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